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grees below zero. As ‘he winter advanced
the thermometer indic...d 39 degrees below
zero; and then, when the wind blew, tra-
vellin% was found to be uncomfortable.

Lt. Butler furnishes the following tabulated
information concerning the native tribes of
Indians of the Saskatchewan River line, be-
tween Red Riverand the Rocky Mountains:—

He estimates the pepulation of the half-
breeds_in scattered settlements at about 2,000,
and the Indian population at 16,700. The
nuix(}(;oer he quotes, as stated by Palliser, is
27,100.

These Indians do not acknowledge any law
as understood in civilized communities; and
there is at present no executive authority,
and no means toenforce the authority of law,
Crime and outrage are not of habitual occur-
rence; but serious crimes have been com-
mitted by persons of Indian and also of
mixed blood, without any vindication of jus
tice by law having been possible. Lt. Butler
states that the Indians of the Saskatchewan
carry on the pursuits of hunting, bringing the
produce ‘¢ to barter for the goods of the H. B.
¢ Co., but unlike the Indians of more North-
¢ ern regions, they subsist almost entirely
¢t upon the Buffalo, and they carry on among
¢« themselves an unceasing warfare, which
¢ has long become traditional. Accustomed
“ to regard murder as honorable war, rob-
“ bery and pillage as the traits most enno-
¢ bling to manhood, free from all restraint,
¢ these warring tribes of Crees, Assiniboines,
¢“and Blackfeet, form some of the most
¢¢ savage among even the wild races of West-
‘¢ern America.” He adds that the kind of
law established by the Hudson Bay Co. du-
ring their rule, had for single object to enable
them to pursue their trading operations.
They were blind to any other Kind of consi-
deration.

He further states that the Crees have
looked upon the white man as their friend ;
but there are at present indications of change
of feeling ; and there is room to fear that this
change may be one to positive enmity.
There is a further fact of the greatest impor-
tance to be considered, as well with regard
to our relations with the Indians as to the
very existence of the Indians themselves,
and that is, the disappearance of the Buffalo
from. the prairies. It is a fact that year by
year the Buffalo has become less and less in
numbers, and the Indians attribute this,
their greatest loss and grievance, to the ad-
vent of the white man. The disappearance
we believe is not owing to the destruction
which has taken place of the Buffaloes them-
selves; nor to any failure of the prairie grass,
which is their food; but to the fact that on
the other side of the United States frontier,
the military posts stretch across the conti-
nent with shorter intervals between them
than formerly, and that the American In-
dians camp between these posts for the ex-
press purpose of preventing the northern
cmigration of the Buffalo. The Buffalo is an
animz] €0 timid in its nature that a herd will
not pass a camp fire.

Lt. Butler states that the Indians have
been greatly embittered against the settlers
from the use by the latter, of poison to Kkill
wolves and foxes. It is stated that large
numbers of fur bearing animals have been
uselessly destroyed and lost by this practice,
and that numbers of Indian dogs have also
bzen destroyed by it. It is said, too, that
horses have died from eating grass which had
become tainted by the presence of strych-

nine.

Lt. Butler further states that the policy of
the United States Government of extermi-
nating the Indians in their settlement of the
counties lying south of the Saskatchewan,
has tended to produce distrust of white set-
tlement from news of these atrocities spread-
ing abroad. Accounts of only a portion of
these atrocities find their way into the public
prints. He particularly refers to an attack
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LMANAC OF CANADA FOR 1872.



